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DAN HICKS & THE HOT LICKS:
SURFDOG TO RELEASE 'SELECTED SHORTS' BY
GENRE-BENDING ORIGINAL HIPSTER ON NOV. 9
GUESTS INCLUDE WILLIE NELSON, JIMMY BUFFETT,
VAN DYKE PARKS, AND GIBBY HAYNES 
On November 9th, Surfdog Records will release 'Selected Shorts,' perhaps the best Dan Hicks & The Hot Licks album since his renowned 1970s work. Hicks, the influential and off-beat, bohemian presence who draws from diverse fields of music, wrote 10 of the 13 songs on the album, which features guest appearances by Willie Nelson, Jimmy Buffett, Beach Boys collaborator Van Dyke Parks, and Butthole Surfers frontman Gibby Haynes. 'Selected Shorts' showcases Hicks' unique, jazz-inspired phrasing, his inimitable voice, and a versatile, stellar band.
 
For the new album, Hicks has concocted a series of oft-eccentric songs that blend country, old-time jazz, western swing, and blues, with a touch of bizarre humor and irony for extra flavor. "C'mon-a-My House" is as close to a love song as Dan Hicks will allow, in which he promises to give a woman a series of objects, a list that also serves to mock consumer life, all with a sublime walking bass line and cool backup singers nimbly following him. "Texas Kinda Attitude" paints a compelling picture of a Janis Joplin-like figure over a gritty 1930s vaudeville atmosphere. For Dan, selecting these songs was easy. They are, in his words, "The creme de la creme of my current batch of tunes." The title, Hicks says, was chosen "with a nod to film programming and a bow to brief clothing everywhere."

 
This incarnation of the Hot Licks features Tony Garnier on bass, best known for his work with Bob Dylan, legendary drummer Jim Keltner, and original Hot Licks member Sid Page on violin. Grammy-winner Tim Hauser produced the record with Dave Kaplan.

 
Hicks' last studio album, 2000's 'Beatin' the Heat' (Surfdog), marked a return to the spotlight. That album featured a dizzying array of friends and devotees: Brian Setzer, Rickie Lee Jones, Bette Midler, Tom Waits, and Elvis Costello. Rolling Stone called the album "a dandy, jumping set" and USA Today elaborated that "['Heat'] offers proof that Hicks' knack for fusing gritty jazz and folk-pop textures has aged as gracefully as his idiosyncratic voice and breezy, gently ironic sense of humor."
 
One of the central, defining figures of San Francisco's Haight-Ashbury scene of the 1960s, Hicks formed Dan Hicks & The Hot Licks in 1968 while he was still a drummer for The Charlatans, the group often cited as one of the originators of the SF psychedelic sound. The early 1970s proved to be a period of success for the groundbreaking band, paving the way for visionary outsiders ever since. Dan Hicks has continued to earn a reputation as a true original, with his signature eclecticism and humor. 'Selected Shorts' represents a true return to his peak form.

  
For more information, please contact Aliza Rabinoff [arabinoff@shorefire.com] or 
Michael Lavigne [mlavigne@shorefire.com] at Shore Fire Media: 718-522-7171. www.shorefire.com 
